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DePaul University - School of Music 

Techniques and Research in Music Education  

(Research II) 

MED 492-501 

July 11-27, 2017  
 

 

Instructor: Dr. Phillip Hash 

Phone: 815-351-6634 (cell) 

Email: pmhash@ilstu.edu  

Course Location: School of Music Rm. 214 

Time: July 11-27, TTH 9:00am – 12:00noon; 1:00pm-3:00pm  

 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

This course will examine the basic questions, issues, and theoretical frameworks central to the 

purpose, conceptualization, conduct, writing, reading, and the use of educational research as a 

means for informing educational theory, practice, and policy. Throughout the course, students 

will work towards completing a research proposal in fulfillment of M.M. in music education 

degree. 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

As a result of this course, students will: 

 

1. Understand the value of research in the teaching and learning process 

2. Understand the difference between peer-reviewed, non peer-reviewed, research based, 

and non-research based literature. 

3. Become familiar with research journals in music education including print, online, and 

open access publications. 

4. Learn to look critically at research by recognizing strengths and weaknesses in the 

research questions, designs, and conclusions. 

5. Become familiar with the peer-review process and various avenues for disseminating 

research. 

6. Develop an understanding of quantitative designs found in descriptive and experimental 

research, as well as a familiarity with qualitative and historical techniques. 

7. Develop a basic understanding of statistics in relation to educational research. 

8. Understand terms related to reliability, validity, internal, and external criticism. 

9. Understand experimental research designs. 

10. Learn to conduct survey research using well-designed testing instruments and sampling 

techniques. 

11. Learn to conduct action research in the context of one’s own classroom. 

12. Complete a well-developed research proposal (descriptive or action research) for a 

project in fulfillment of one of the degree requirements. 

 

mailto:pmhash@ilstu.edu
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TEXTS/MATERIALS 

 

There is no required textbook for this course. Assigned readings will be drawn from various 

research journals. Students will be expected to access and print articles from the internet using 

databases from the DePaul University Library. The Journal of Research in Music Education 

(JRME), Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, and the Journal of Music 

Teacher Education are also available on the NAfME: The National Association for Music 

Education Web site. Students will also need access to PowerPoint (PPT) or other presentation 

software to complete their final presentation. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES (Access through DePaul Library) 

 

American Psychological Association (2010). Publication manual of the American psychological 

association (6th ed.). Washington DC: Author. 

 

Gall, M. D., Gall, J. P., Borg, W. R. (2007). Educational research: An introduction (8th ed.). 

Allyn & Bacon  

 

Phelps, R. P., Sadoff, R. H., Warburton, E. C., & Ferrara, L. (2005). A guide to research in music 

Education (5th ed.). Lanham MD: Scarecrow Press. 

 

Phillips, K. H. (2008). Exploring research in music education & music therapy. New York: 

 Oxford University Press. 

 

Salkind, N. J. (Ed.). (2007). Encyclopedia of measurement and statistics (Vols. 1-3). Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Gale Reference. 
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COURSE GRADING RUBRIC 

 
 A B C D F 

CLASS WORK & 

PARTICIPATION 

Student is 

present and on 

time each day, 

actively 

participates in 

class, and takes 

responsibility 

for learning. All 

assignments are 

completed on 

time in a quality 

manner.  

Student is 

present each day 

and on time 

most days, 

participates in 

class, and takes 

responsibility 

for learning. 

Most 

assignments are 

completed on 

time in a quality 

manner.  

Student is 

present each 

day, sometimes 

participates in 

class, but takes 

little 

responsibility 

for learning. 

Some class 

assignments are 

completed on 

time in a quality 

manner.  

Student misses 

class, rarely 

participates in 

class, and does 

not take 

responsibility 

for learning. 

Few class 

assignments are 

completed on 

time or in a 

quality manner.  

Student misses 

many classes, 

does not 

participate in 

class, and does 

not take 

responsibility 

for learning. 

Class 

assignments are 

not completed 

on time or in a 

quality manner.  

      

FINAL 

RESEARCH 

PROJECT 

PROPOSAL 

The final 

proposal reflects 

graduate level 

writing, 

engagement, and 

effort. Each 

section has been 

well conceived 

and revised to 

the highest level 

possible within 

the period of the 

course. The 

student is ready 

to move into the 

research stage of 

the project. 

The final 

proposal 

sometimes 

reflects graduate 

level writing, 

engagement, 

and effort. Each 

section is 

written but some 

elements have 

not yet been 

fully conceived. 

Additional 

revision will be 

needed before 

student moves 

into the research 

stage of the 

project.  

The final 

proposal does 

not yet reflect 

graduate level 

writing, 

engagement, or 

effort. Each 

section of the 

document is 

written but 

many elements 

have not yet 

been fleshed 

out.  Much 

revision will be 

needed before 

student moves 

into the research 

stage of the 

project.  

The final 

proposal does 

not yet reflect 

graduate level 

writing, 

engagement, or 

effort. Some 

sections of the 

document are 

missing and the 

proposal will 

need to be 

rewritten before 

student moves 

into the research 

stage of the 

project.  

The final 

proposal was 

not completed.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE - PLEASE NOTE WELL:  

 

Attendance for this class is mandatory. Unexcused absences and tardies will negatively affect 

your final grade. This will be determined, if necessary, on an individual basis. If you do arrive 

late or are absent from class, it is your responsibility to contact the professor. Illnesses and 

unforeseen circumstances do occasionally arise and will be taken into consideration. If you are 

ill, you should email the professor before class. Students will likely be expected to make up 

missed class time through additional assignments. 
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

 

Work done for this course must adhere to the University Academic Integrity Policy, which you 

can review in the Student Handbook or by visiting Academic Integrity at DePaul University 

(http://academicintegrity.depaul.edu). It is expected that the work submitted or brought to class 

will be the student’s own. You are encouraged, in fact, required to take information and draw 

conclusions based on the research literature. However, please make certain that proper citation 

for all references employed. Failure to do so is plagiarism. When in doubt about the proper 

method or need for citation, please ask the instructor. 

 

 

COURSE WEB PAGE: 

 

http://pmhmusic.weebly.com/depaul---med-492-501.html  

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Class Date Topics Assignments Due 

1 7-11 • Introduction to Music Ed. Research 

• Types of Research 

• Peer Review/Research Based vs. Non-

Peer Review/Non-Research Based Lit. 

• Journals in Music Ed. 

• Ethics in Research 

• Writing Basics 

• Intro to Proposal Project 

• Understanding Action Research 

• Data Mining – examining existing 

data 

• Read one article from the class 1 

reading list 

• Read What is Scientifically Based 

Research 

• Ferrance (2000) Action Research 

• Read Syllabus 

• Be prepared to informally discuss 

final project ideas 

2 7-13 • Content Analyses & Surveys 

• Examining educational materials 

• Designing Questionnaires 

• Validity & Reliability 

• Piloting surveys 

• Stats tools (online & PSPP/SPSS) 

• Descriptive Statistics 

• Types of Data  

• Measures of Central Tendency 

• Normal Curve 

• Cohen’s d (effect size) 

• List of 12 research articles related 

to your study in APA format. 

• Read four research articles related 

to your study and write abstracts 

for each. If possible, read articles 

involving surveys and/or content 

analyses (will go in your lit 

review – chapter 2) 

• Examine 1 Thesis proposal 

• Begin writing chapter 1 – 

introduction (note guidelines 

below) 

http://academicintegrity.depaul.edu/Index.htm
http://academicintegrity.depaul.edu/Index.htm
http://pmhmusic.weebly.com/depaul---med-492-501.html
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3 7-18 

 
• Descriptive Stats Review 

• Experimental Research 

• Exper. Research Designs 

• Hypotheses/Type I & II Error 

• Assumption for Parametric Stats 

• Validity/Reliability 

• Correlation 

• Causal Comparative Research 

• Review, Catch-up, & Final Project 

Workshop 

 

Chapter 1 – due 

 

Revised abstracts from class 2 

 

Read four additional research articles 

and write abstracts for your chapter 2. 

If possible, include articles using 

basic descriptive stats and/or an 

experiment. 

 

Informally describe your project 

 

4 7-20 • AM: Inferential Statistics 

• Types of Data Review 

• Confidence Intervals 

• T-test/ANOVA, etc./Post Hoc 

• Threats to External/Internal Validity 

• Questions on Data Analysis for 

Projects 

• PM: Individual Meetings and 

proposal work 

• Read two additional research 

articles for your study and write 

abstracts. 

• Complete chapter 2 – lit review. 

Write a brief introduction (3 

sentences) and combine abstracts 

in a logical way. End the chapter 

with a concluding summary 

paragraph. 

5 7-25 • Inferential Statistics Review 

• Qualitative Research 

• Characteristics 

• Modes of Inquiry 

• Research questions 

• Data Collection & Analysis 

• Content Standards 

 

Complete chapter 3 – Method 

 

Revise chapters 1 & 2 

 

Read one qualitative article and be 

prepared to informally share w/ the 

class 

6 7-27 • Disseminating Research 

• Peer Review Process 

• Where to begin 

• Historical Research 

• Internal/External Criticism 

• Triangulation 

• Genres 

• Methodologies/Procedures 

• PM: Final Research Presentations 

 

• Read one article from the Journal 

of Historical Research in Music 

Education – be prepared to 

informally share w/ the class 

• Final presentation on research 

project proposal w/ PPT 

 7-30 Research Proposal Final Draft Due by Email 
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ASSIGNMENTS 

 

1. Chapter 1 of Proposal. Due Friday, July 18.  

 

2. Chapter 2. Due Monday, July 20. This bibliography will consist of at least 10 research-based 

sources related to your study. Each citation should include a brief abstract of around 150 words. 

Organize sources by topic, date, or author, depending on which seems most appropriate. This 

bibliography will be “blended” into your literature review for part II of your final proposal. 

Consider how these studies would best fit together in narrative form. 

 

3. Part III of Proposal. Due Wednesday, July 25.  

 

4. Readings. Daily. See list/guidelines on pp. 8-10.  

 

5. Research Abstracts. Due periodically throughout the course. You will use these in writing 

your literature review (Chapter 2 of your proposal). 

 

Abstracts are approximately 150-175 word comprehensive summaries of research articles that 

you read in class and/or in connection with your final project. Most research articles begin with 

an abstract used to introduce readers to an article. Writing abstracts will help you develop the 

skills necessary to summarize the main points of an article into a literature review. Abstracts 

should be 1) accurate, 2) self-contained, 3) concise and specific, 4) nonevaluative, and 5) 

coherent and readable.  

 

When writing an abstract for an experimental or descriptive study, use the following format. 

 

1. This author examined… or the purpose of this study was to… (problem under investigation) 

 

2. Participants…, [specifying pertinent characteristics, such as number (N = X), age, gender, etc.] 

 

3. State the procedures used in the study—data gathering instruments, statistical tests, etc. and 

how they were used. 

 

4. Findings and statistical significance levels (if applicable). 

 

5. Conclusions and implications or applications of study. 
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Abstract Samples: 

 

1. This study examined performance anxiety (PA) among middle school vocal soloists. 

Participants included male (n = 63) and female (n = 221) middle school students (N = 

284) participating in an all-district solo and ensemble festival. Students completed the 

Smith Performance Anxiety Inventory (SPAI) immediately following their performance. 

This survey consisted of 15-closed response questions measuring various physical and 

emotional phenomena on a seven-step Likert scale. Total SPAI scores indicate that 72% 

(n = 204) of participants reported moderate to high levels of anxiety and that these 

students experienced trembling, sweaty palms, and difficulty concentrating at 

significantly higher levels (p < .01) than other responses measured by the SPAI. Data also 

indicated that among students that experienced moderate to high levels of PA (n = 204), 

86% (n = 175) were female. Recommendations for managing PA include 1) openly 

discussing PA among students, 2) videotaping performance for self-assessment, and 2) 

simulating the performance environment many times before the event. 

 

 

2. The purpose of this study was to examine undergraduate non-music major (N = 95) 

preferences for Western art music. A survey of 15 musical examples was assembled 

consisting of five subtests, each with three excerpts from the Renaissance, Baroque, 

Classical, Romantic, or Twentieth Century. The mean preference rating of all excerpts 

combined was 4.68 (Mode = 5, SD = 1.34) on a 7-point Likert scale. A Freidman 

nonparametric analysis of variance indicated a significant difference (p < .001) among 

the five subgroups. Mann-Whitney U tests revealed that undergraduate non-music majors 

(a) prefer repertoire of the Classical era significantly more than that of any other time 

period, (b) prefer music of the Baroque, Classical, and Romantic periods significantly 

more than that of the Renaissance and Twentieth Century, and (c) prefer music of the 

Renaissance significantly more than that of the Twentieth Century. Preferences were not 

affected by musical training, but may have been influenced by timbre, texture, and 

referential elements.  
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READING ASSIGNMENT CHOICES: 

 

Class 1 – July 11 (choose one) 

 

Cangro, R. (2016). Student collaboration and standards-based music learning: A literature review 

Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, 34(3), 63-68. 

doi:10.1177/8755123314568794 

 

Goodrich, A. (2017). Peer mentoring and peer tutoring among k–12 students: A literature review. 

Update: Applications of Research in Music Education. Advance online publication. doi: 

10.1177/8755123317708765 

 

Hendricks, K. S. (2016). The sources of self-efficacy: Educational research and implications for 

music. Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, 35(1), 32-38. 

doi:10.1177/8755123315576535 

 

Palmer, E. S. (2017). Literature review of social justice in music education: Acknowledging 

oppression and privilege. Update: Applications of Research in Music Education. 

Advance online publication. doi: 10.1177/8755123317711091 

 

Rolsten, K. (2016). The production of quality choral performance: A review of literature. 

Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, 35(1), 66-73. 

doi:10.1177/8755123315582068 

 

Thomas, K. S. (2016). Music preferences and the adolescent brain: A review of literature. 

Update: Applications of Research in Music Education, 35(1), 47-53. 

doi:10.1177/8755123315576534 

 

West, C. (2015). What research reveals about school jazz education. Update: Applications of  

 Research in Music Education 33(2), 34-40. doi:10.1177/8755123314547825 

 

Williams, M. (2017). Preference for popular and world music: A review of literature. Update: 

Applications of Research in Music Education, 35(3), 31-37. 

 

 

Class 3 – July 18 

 

Find an experimental study related to your topic and answer the following questions: 

1. What is the purpose of the study? 

2. Who were the participants (sample)? How were they chosen? 

3. Identify the independent variable(s) and dependent variable(s) 

4. How many experimental groups and control groups were used? 

5. What statistical tests were used? What did they determine? 

6. What were the conclusions? 

7. Identify limitations of the study. 
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Class 6 – July 27 

Read on historical article from the Journal of Research in Music Education or the Journal of 

Historical Research in Music Education. 

 

 

TERMS & CONCEPTS 

 
Day 1 – Intro to Music Ed Research 

Peer-Review vs. Non Peer-Review Research Proposal Framework 

Research Based vs. Non-Research Based Consensus 

Experimental Research Deductive 

Descriptive Research Inductive 

Qualitative vs. Quantitative Research IRB 

Historical Research Treeing Back 

Philosophical Research Literature Review 

Correlation Research  Research definition 

APA Style Content analysis 

Action Research  

  

Day 2 –  Descriptive Statistics, Surveys 

Descriptive/Survey Research Single Response 

Likert Scale Multiple Response 

Open Response Item Ordinal Response (rank) 

Closed Response Item Return Rate 

Nominal Response Administering Surveys 

Dichotomous Response Survey Monkey & Other Online tools 

  

Descriptive Statistics, Surveys I 

Sampling Standard Error of the Mean 

Categorical Data Confidence level 

Ordinal Data Confidence Interval 

Interval or Scale Data Confidence Limits (upper & lower) 

Ratio Data Variance 

Mean Standard Deviation 

Mode Normal Curve 

Median Kurtosis 

Range Skew 

 Bi-Modal 

  

  

Day 3 – Experimental Research 

Control Group vs. Experimental Group Static/Intact Group Pretest/Posttest 

Independent vs. Dependent Variable Randomized Posttest Only 

Treatment Randomized Pretest/Posttest Control Gr. 

Null Hypothesis Randomized Solomon Four-Group   

Significance/Confidence Interval Posttest Only, Control Group 
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Random vs. Non-Random Sampling Counterbalanced Design 

Type I vs. Type II Error Matching Only 

Experimental vs. Quasi-Experimental Time Series Design 

Threats to Internal vs. External Validity Equivalent Materials Design 

One Shot Case Study  Factorial Design 

One Group Pretest/Posttest Hawthorne Effect 

Static/Intact Group Comparison John Henry Effect 

  

Correlation & Causal Comparative Research 

Pearson’s r Spearman’s rho 

Cronbach’s alpha Phi & Cramer’s V (association) 

Average correlation Inter rater reliability 

Percent agreement reliability 

  

  

Class 4 – Inferential Statistics  

Parametric  Non-Parametric 

Independent T-test Mann-Whitney U 

Paired T-test Wilcoxen test 

Independent ANOVA Kruskal-Wallis ANOVA 

Paired Samples ANOVA Friedman ANOVA 

2-Way & 3-Way ANOVA Chi-squared 

  

  

Class 5 - Qualitative Research 

Interpretive studies Thick Description 

Critical theory Bias Clarification 

Coding data Differing Perspectives 

NUD*IST & HyperResearch Prolonged time 

Validity = Internal Trustworthiness Peer Briefing (& debriefing) 

Triangulation External Auditor 

Member-checking  

  

  

Class 6 – Historical Research  

Internal/External Criticism Content Analysis 

Primary vs. secondary sources Oral History 

Triangulation Collective Biography 

Small Scale Humanistic Genealogical sources 

Large Scale Humanistic Government Sources 

Large Scale Social-Scientific Online Resources 

Small Scale Social-Scientific  

Immersion/Saturation  

  

  



11 

 

 11 

RESEARCH JOURNALS IN MUSIC EDUCATION      
TITLE                                                                                                                  PUBLISHER 

Action, Criticism, and Theory for Music Education*                                           The Mayday Group 

Arts and Learning Research*                                                                                Arts & Learning SIG/AERA 

British Journal of Music Education (UK)                             Cambridge University Press 

Bulletin of the Council for Research in Music Education**                           Univ. of IL 

Contributions to Music Education**                OMEA (Ohio) 

eJournal of the European Electronic List of Music in Ed.*                                  LEEME 

eJournal of Studies in Music Education*                                                              (MERC) Univ. of Canterbury 

G. E. M. S. (Gender, Education, Music & Society)*                                            Gender Research in Music Ed. 

General Music Today**                               NAfME/SAGE 

International Journal of Education and the Arts*                            IJEA 

International Journal of Music Education**                             Internal. Soc. for Music Ed./SAGE 

International Journal of Research in Choral Singing*                            ACDA 

Journal for Learning Through the Arts*                                                               University of California 

Journal of Aesthetic Education**                              Univ. of Illinois Press 

Journal of Artistic and Creative Education*                                                          Univ. of Melbourne 

Journal of Band Research**                 American Bandmasters Association 

Journal of the Desert Skies Symp. on Rsch. in Music Ed.*                                  Univ. of AZ School of Music     

Journal of Historical Research in Music Education**                            Ithaca College/JSTOR 

Journal of Music Teacher Education**                                                                 NAfME/SAGE 

Journal of Music Therapy                               National Assoc. for Music Therapy 

Journal of Research in Music Education**                             NAfME/SAGE 

Journal of String Research* (old issues)               ASTA 

Missouri Journal of Research in Music Education                            MO Music Educators Association 

Music Education Research (UK)**                Taylor & Francis 

Music Education Research International*                             University of South Florida 

Nordic Research in Music Education Yearbook*                                                Nordic Network for Music Pedagogy 

Perspectives in Music Education Research                             FL Music Educators Association 

Philosophy of Music Education Review**                Indiana University 

Psychology of Music**                  Scty. for Music, Ed. & Psyc./SAGE 

Research and Issues in Music Education*                              University of St. Thomas 

Research Studies in Music Education**                 Scty. for Music, Ed. & Psyc./SAGE 

Southern Music Education Journal                               University of Southern Mississippi  

Update: Applications of Research in Music Education**                            NAfME/SAGE 

Victorian Journal of Music Education                                                                   Australian Sc for Musc Ed 

Visions of Research in Music Education*                              NJ MEA (New Jersey) 

*Open access journal available online; **Available through the DePaul University Library 
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MED  492-501: Techniques of Research in Music Education 

Research Proposal and Research Project Specifications (Summer 2017) 

 

Normally, the research project completed in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the M.M. 

in Music Education degree should be conducted in the descriptive or action research modes. 

 

The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) ordinarily is used for 

descriptive and experimental research and will be the format that you follow for your thesis. You 

may eventually want to purchase this writing manual (6th ed.). However, there are a number of 

online resources that can help you format your document in this style. 

 

The research report will employ all material of the proposal, except the tense will be changed. 

Instead of saying what you WILL DO (which is characteristic of the proposal), you will state 

WHAT YOU DID. 

 

The final research report (thesis) will consist of the following sections: 

1. First section - Introduction. 

2. Second section – Literature Review (of related research) 

3. The third section – Method (detailed description of the study) 

4. The fourth section is the Results (presentation and analysis of data). 

5. The final section is Summary, Conclusions, and Recommendations. The summary 

condenses the purpose and findings. The conclusions are the sense you make of what you 

learned. The recommendations section is your opportunity to tell the music education 

community how they should apply your findings and/or what additional studies are 

needed. 

 

ONLINE STATISTICS CALCULATORS 

 

Descriptive Statistics Calculator 

http://www.calculatorsoup.com/calculators/statistics/descriptivestatistics.php 

 

Vasser Stats: Web Site for Statistical Computation: http://vassarstats.net/ 

 

Social Science Statistics: http://www.socscistatistics.com/Default.aspx  

 

Chronbach’s alpha 
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDkQFjADahUKEwif-

OzMq4XGAhVGlogKHaAnAAk&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Fmedical-

education%2Fresources%2Fstatistical%2Fstatistical%2FExampleCalculationOfSEMandReliabilityForSmallNforWebsite.xls&ei=KUp4Vd-
_DMasogSgz4BI&usg=AFQjCNH9Lr1iB1lG4TeZkfz8F_3lTObfTA&sig2=xFMam3zyivEoFnoqMRV3uQ&bvm=bv.95277229,d.cGU  

 

Chi Square: http://www.quantpsy.org/chisq/chisq.htm 

 

dfreelon.org (inter rater agreement): http://dfreelon.org/utils/recalfront/ 

 

Statistics to Use: http://www.physics.csbsju.edu/stats/ 

 

Cohen’s d: http://www.uccs.edu/~lbecker/ or 

http://www.socscistatistics.com/effectsize/Default3.aspx  

http://www.calculatorsoup.com/calculators/statistics/descriptivestatistics.php
http://vassarstats.net/
http://www.socscistatistics.com/Default.aspx
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDkQFjADahUKEwif-OzMq4XGAhVGlogKHaAnAAk&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Fmedical-education%2Fresources%2Fstatistical%2Fstatistical%2FExampleCalculationOfSEMandReliabilityForSmallNforWebsite.xls&ei=KUp4Vd-_DMasogSgz4BI&usg=AFQjCNH9Lr1iB1lG4TeZkfz8F_3lTObfTA&sig2=xFMam3zyivEoFnoqMRV3uQ&bvm=bv.95277229,d.cGU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDkQFjADahUKEwif-OzMq4XGAhVGlogKHaAnAAk&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Fmedical-education%2Fresources%2Fstatistical%2Fstatistical%2FExampleCalculationOfSEMandReliabilityForSmallNforWebsite.xls&ei=KUp4Vd-_DMasogSgz4BI&usg=AFQjCNH9Lr1iB1lG4TeZkfz8F_3lTObfTA&sig2=xFMam3zyivEoFnoqMRV3uQ&bvm=bv.95277229,d.cGU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDkQFjADahUKEwif-OzMq4XGAhVGlogKHaAnAAk&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Fmedical-education%2Fresources%2Fstatistical%2Fstatistical%2FExampleCalculationOfSEMandReliabilityForSmallNforWebsite.xls&ei=KUp4Vd-_DMasogSgz4BI&usg=AFQjCNH9Lr1iB1lG4TeZkfz8F_3lTObfTA&sig2=xFMam3zyivEoFnoqMRV3uQ&bvm=bv.95277229,d.cGU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDkQFjADahUKEwif-OzMq4XGAhVGlogKHaAnAAk&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Fmedical-education%2Fresources%2Fstatistical%2Fstatistical%2FExampleCalculationOfSEMandReliabilityForSmallNforWebsite.xls&ei=KUp4Vd-_DMasogSgz4BI&usg=AFQjCNH9Lr1iB1lG4TeZkfz8F_3lTObfTA&sig2=xFMam3zyivEoFnoqMRV3uQ&bvm=bv.95277229,d.cGU
http://www.quantpsy.org/chisq/chisq.htm
http://dfreelon.org/utils/recalfront/
http://www.physics.csbsju.edu/stats/
http://www.uccs.edu/~lbecker/
http://www.socscistatistics.com/effectsize/Default3.aspx
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Final Research Project Proposal Outline 
 

PART I - INTRODUCTION 

Introductory Paragraphs 

 

In 3-5 paragraphs, provide background for the report. Citing or quoting others who have written 

of the importance of the issue is especially appropriate. This section should lead up to your 

purpose statement. 

 

Purpose of Study 

 

In ONE SENTENCE, tell us exactly what your project is (i.e. “The purpose of this project is to 

compare middle school band student achievement in sight reading after a two-week program of 

daily practice in sight reading with achievement before it.”).  

 

Research Questions (numbered) 

 

Need for Study 

 

Usually, this is a continuation of your introduction. Who will benefit from this study? What 

implications might your findings have on current and future practice in music education? 

 

Definition of Terms 

 

Define any unusual terms or terms that will have a specific and unusual meaning in your 

document (if there are any). 

 

Limitations (not obvious) 

 

PART II – REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

 

Report on related research. Essentially, this section provides background for the researcher and prepares 

the reader to understand and appreciate your contributions—your data and conclusions. 

 

For the purposes of the final proposal, this section will consist of at least 10 research-based sources 

related to your study. Organize sources by topic, date, or author, depending on which seems most 

appropriate. 

 

 

PART III – METHODOLOGY 

 

This chapter provides a detailed description of how the study will be conducted. Include a description of 

the (a) participants (who, sampling procedures, research setting such as school data from state report 

card), (b) research instrument or data source (e.g., survey, test scores), (c) interventions (if any, e.g., 

action research), (d) data collection (e.g., how was survey administered?), (e) data analysis/statistical 

procedures 


